First Sunday of Advent
November 27, 2022

10:30 AM

GATHERING
Welcome

Opening Hymn #95

Oliver Page

Prepare the Way of the Lord

PREPARE THE WAY

Prepare the way of the Lord.
Prepare the way of the Lord,
and all people will see
the salvation of our God.

Call to Worship
Ann Kilty
Leader:
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
People:
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
Leader:
that we may learn God’s ways and walk in God’s paths. Our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
People:
Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

Hymn #82

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

1 Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

2 Born thy people to deliver,
born a child and yet a king,
born to reign in us forever,
now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal Spirit
rule in all our hearts alone;
by thine all-sufficient merit
raise us to thy glorious throne.

Advent Candle Lighting
Reader 1:
Reader 2:
All:

HYFRYDOL

Betty and Bob Slater

We light this candle as a symbol of the hope we have in the promise of the Lord’s
coming.
For the Lord will fulfill his promise to the house of Israel and the house of Judah.
A righteous Branch will spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land.
Come, Lord Jesus, come!

Song

Advent Welcome Song

Mary Ann James

1. Candle of hope, candle of hope,
Light our way through Advent.
Chase away fears, banish despair,
Shine upon our hearts till Jesus comes.
Refrain
Come, Lord, come, Lord, into our hearts.
Saviour of the world, we welcome you.
Call to Confession
Leader:
You know what time it is:
People:
Now is the time to wake from sleep.
Leader:
Salvation is near!
People:
Let us confess our sin.
Prayer of Confession
People:
God of night and day, there is no shadow that can conceal our sin from you
and no secret that you will not bring to light. For our reveling and
drunkenness, forgive us, O God. For our debauchery and licentiousness,
forgive us, O God. For our quarreling and jealousy, forgive us, O God. O
God, forgive us our sins, renew us in love, and teach us to live in a way
that brings honor and glory to your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Assurance of Pardon

The Passing of the Peace
THE WORD
Prayer for Illumination

Ann Kilty

First Reading

Matthew 24:36-44

Time for Children
Special Music

He Comes to Us
Sanctuary Choir

Second Reading
Sermon
Hymn #100

Jane Marshall

Isaiah 2:1-5
“What Shall that Day Be Like?”
My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout

1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout
that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things
that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn,
so from east to west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?
Refrain:
My heart shall sing of the day you bring.
Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws
near,
and the world is about to turn.
2 Though I am small, my God, my all,
you work great things in me,
and your mercy will last from the depths of
the past
to the end of the age to be.
Your very name puts the proud to shame,
and to those who would for you yearn,

Rev. Sammie Evans
STAR OF COUNTY DOWN

you will show your might, put the strong to
flight,
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain)
3 From the halls of power to the fortress
tower,
not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears
every tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more,
for the food they can never earn;
there are tables spread; every mouth be fed,
for the world is about to turn. (Refrain)
4 Though the nations rage from age to age,
we remember who holds us fast:
God’s mercy must deliver us
from the conqueror’s crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard
is the promise which holds us bound,
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,
who is turning the world around. (Refrain)

THE RESPONSE

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory

Ann Kilty
With Thanksgiving and Praise
Asa Stern, Piano

arr. Lloyd Larson

Credit cards and PayPal for all donations are welcome go to
http://www.westpres-sj.org/donations.html for the link and more information.
You may also send a check to the office.

Doxology #609

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known:
Creator, Word, and Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication
Hymn #757

Ann Kilty

Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples

KINGSFOLD

1 Today we all are called to be
disciples of the Lord,
to help to set the captive free,
make plowshare out of sword,
to feed the hungry, quench their thirst,
make love and peace our fast,
to serve the poor and homeless first,
our ease and comfort last.

3 Pray justice may come rolling down
as in a mighty stream,
with righteousness in field and town
to cleanse us and redeem.
For God is longing to restore
an earth where conflicts cease,
a world that was created for
a harmony of peace.

2 God made the world and at its birth
ordained our human race
to live as stewards of the earth,
responding to God’s grace.
But we are vain and sadly proud;
we sow not peace but strife.
Our discord spreads a deadly cloud
that threatens all of life.

4 May we in service to our God
act out the living word,
and walk the road the saints have trod
till all have seen and heard.
As stewards of the earth may we
give thanks in one accord
to God who calls us all to be
disciples of the Lord.

Pastoral Prayer
Please submit prayer requests online to the prayer request chat
and in person using the prayer request form
The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen
SENDING
Announcements
Charge and Blessing
Closing Hymn #88

O Come O Come Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
Postlude

VENI EMMANUEL

O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
who orderest all things mightily:
to us the path of knowledge show;
and teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.
How Majestic Is Your Name
Asa Stern, Piano
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